THE SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

This is an explanation of the view of the Kaisaniyah that
Allah may have a beginning.   But some of the Kaisaniyah
who looked for Muhammad ibn-al-Hanaf lyah differed over
this latter question, claiming that he was alive, imprisoned
at Mt. Radwa, till the time of his summoning.   Over the
reason of his imprisonment there, they disagreed;  some
saying that " Allah is secret in his affairs, no one knows
them except he, and he gives no explanation for the reason
of his imprisonment.7'    While others said: "Verily Allah
punished him by this imprisonment, because after the death
of al-Husain ibn-'AH he went over to Yazid ibn-Mu'awiyah,   ;
and because he demanded peace of him, and accepted lar-
gesses from him."    Moreover because he fled from ibn-al-
Zubair in Mecca to *Abd al-Malik ibn-Marwan.   And they
claimed that his companion 'Amir ibn-Wathilah al-Kinani1
came before him, and spoke to his followers about this de-
parture of his in the following words: " O my brothers, O
ray helpers, do not depart, but stand by the Mahdi, so that
ye may be led.    O Muhammad, the generous one, O Mu-
hammad, thou art the Imam, the pure, the right leader, not
ibn-al-Zubair al-Samin, the heretic, nor is he the one whom
we set up as a goal."    But it was said that he should have
fought ibn-al-Zubair, and not have fled.    By refusing to
fight him he disobeyed his master, and further disobeyed
him by seeking out 'Abd-al-Malik ibn-Marwan.    But even
before this he had been disobedient by seeking out Yazid
ibn-Mu'awiyah.   It was after this that he mended his ways,
and joined ibn-Marwan in al-Ta'if.    And ibn-cAbbas died
there, and was buried there by ibn-al-Hanaf lyah.    From
there the latter went to al-Dhar [in Khurasan, near Buk-
hara] .   But as to- what occurred when he reached the pass
of Radwa, they differ.    Those believing in his death, hold
that he died there; while those expecting his return say that

1Tabari, ibid., vol. iv, p. 130.
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